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But is it not true that these two tendencies must develop together ? Is 
not the pressure of international consciousness necessary to develop an 
intense national consciousness ? 

Victor E. Hellebero 

University or Kansas 



Women as Munition Makers: A Study of Conditions in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. By Amy Hewes. Munition Workers in England 
and France: A Summary of Reports Issued by the British Minis- 
try of Munitions. By Henrietta R. Walter. New York: 
Russell Sage Foundation, 1917. 8vo, pp. v+158. 
A Seasonal Industry: A Study of the Millinery Trade in New York. 
By Mary Van Kleeck. New York: Russell Sage Founda- 
tion, 1917. 8vo, pp. x+276. 
These two volumes are recent additions to the series of careful 
studies of women's work issued by the Russell Sage Foundation. The 
first study, which is really an account of how the war, in the form of 
war orders, came to Bridgeport, is peculiarly timely because of the new 
public interest in the employment of women as munition workers that 
has come with our own entrance into the Great War. Professor Amy 
Hewes, of Mount Holyoke College, conducted an inquiry into the living 
and working conditions of the women employed in the large munition 
establishments in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in the summer of 1916. The 
inquiry was limited in scope, for the manufacturers refused to allow 
"an exhaustive study of the plant to be made," and the investigators 
were obliged to confine themselves to such material as could be obtained 
from interviews with the women employed in the "works." Only 118 
out of 4,000 women employed were interviewed, but tables are published 
based on the interviews showing the former occupations, nativity, ages, 
conjugal condition, and other facts relating to their work. The most 
interesting chapters are those dealing with the processes at which women 
are working and with the hours of labor. Night work was resorted to 
by the manufacturers as a method of increasing output, since a well- 
meant but carelessly drawn Connecticut statute of 1913 prohibiting night 
work for women was interpreted by the courts as applicable only to mer- 
cantile establishments, although the obvious intention of the framers of 
the statute was to protect women employed in "manufacturing and 
mechanical establishments" as well. Unfortunately the bills proposed 
in the 1916-17 session of the legislature prohibiting night work for women 
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failed to pass, and there is every reason to think that the night-work evil 
under present conditions will increase in spite of the solemn warnings 
against this practice that have been issued by the British Health of 
Munitions Workers Committee. The second part of Professor Hewes's 
volume includes a summary of the remarkable reports of this British 
Committee. The summary is less needed than at the time of its prepa- 
ration, since the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics has recently 
reprinted these Committee reports in convenient pamphlet form. 

In the study of the millinery trade Miss Van Kleeck has prepared a 
careful analysis of this disorganized, fluctuating, and seasonal occupation 
in New York, the chief American center of the millinery industry. The 
most important parts of this inquiry were made for the New York Fac- 
tory Investigating Commission in 1914, and a considerable part of the 
material now published in book form has already been published in the 
reports of the Commission (see Fourth Report, II, 361-469). Reprinted 
in book form, however, this material will undoubtedly be of wider service. 
It may be recalled that inevitable conclusions reached by Miss Van 
Kleeck as to the serious results of the " twin problem of low wages and 
unemployment" were found by the Commission to be true, not only of 
millinery, but of other women's trades; and as one remedy for these 
evils the Factory Investigating Commission recommended the establish- 
ment of a minimum wage commission for the state of New York. 

Edith Abbott 
Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy 



Workmen's Compensation. By J. E. Rhodes, II. New York: 
Macmillan, 1917. Pp. 300. $1.50. 

The author of this book is claim agent in the compensation and lia- 
bility department of a large insurance company and is well qualified to 
write with authority in this field. He has added unusual practical expe- 
rience to a thorough appreciation and understanding of modern social 
problems, and is familiar with the best modern social and economic 
theory. 

The purpose of the book is to give a brief history of the workmen's 
compensation movement in the United States and to outline the prin- 
ciples on which it is based. The problem is thought to be national in 
scope even though local in solution (because of constitutional restric- 
tions), and so is considered chiefly in its national aspects. Because of 
the simple non-technical presentation of the subject the book is well 



